April 13 at 9:00
RICK AND Diana Kolowski
Speaker Rick Koloswki
Directions

April 13 2019
VOL 3 2019

From I-474 take ex 3A toward Il-116/Farmington
Rd, for 1.1 mile. Keep left at fork and follow
signs to Rt. 116 S for 100ft. Turn left on N. Maxwell Rd .04 mile. Turn rt. On Rte. 116 W. for 7.5
miles going through Hanna City. Turn Left on N
Eden Rd. after .06 mile. Go rt. on S 2nd St. 350 ft.
and rt. on S. Isbell St 100 ft on rt.

You can pay your dues anytime
now, they are still only $20
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To: Letr iana Cantrell
311 Arnold Rd.
East Peoria, II 61611

Trying again
for a pond
tour

The pond tour is a go, so if you would like to showcase your
pond, call, text or e-mail me or any of the board members to let
us know. We are only having it for one day on Saturday July 13.
It would be nice to have some new ponds so please call by May
1st.
Things change all the time and this time it is the newsletter. As
of next month I am no longer putting in birthdays but instead am
adding a classified section for pond related items you may want
to rehome. Per bylaws, at least 10% must go back to the club.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Swimming pool cleaner. Attach a garden hose and all
debris goes into a knit bag. Works great for leaves and
finer bag works for smaller stuff. $5 donation to club.
Call Jean Clarke 309 370 0460
Pair of hip waders size 9. $10 donation to club. Call Jean
Clarke 309 370 0460
Both these items will be at the ways and means table at
the next meeting.
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Article from Simi Koi website
Salt is an irritant to the skin of the koi. As a reaction to the irritant the koi will grow additional slime coat. The slime coat is the first
line of defense against bacteria and parasites. It is in this way salt is a useful tool in koi keeping.
Salt definitely has it's time and place in koi keeping. It can be very useful in treating stressed, sick and new koi and it can also be
great at controlling parasites. However it is NOT a good idea to leave salt in your koi pond all year long. There are no real health
concerns from long term salt use in a koi pond, but the problem occurs with parasites. If salt is used year round, parasites can build
up a resistance to salt and you end up with these super bugs. Then you will have a much harder time later trying to kill off parasites
and even more drastic measures have to be taken. Such drastic measures can often times be dangerous to the koi. So use salt sparingly and remove the salt with water changes once you are done. Remember, salt never dissipates, only water changes can remove
it.
If you want to use salt, there are several times I do suggest it.
First, salt as a mild tonic....
Short term use in the Spring can be helpful. The immune system of the koi is weak from the winter and adding salt can help them
grow additional slime coat to protect them from the parasites and bacteria. The bacteria and parasites become active weeks, if not
months, before the koi and filter are working at full strength. This time is known as "Aeromonas Alley". Adding salt can help protect the koi during this vulnerable time.
Another time is when the koi are stressed for any reason. Red veins, clamped fins and lethargic behavior are signs of stress. Many
times a low does of salt can help buy some time until you figure out what the problem is. Stress can occur for a wide variety of reasons, water quality, changes in water parameters, internal infections and parasites just to name a few. Adding a low dosage of salt
probably won't resolve the problem, but rather help the koi maintain its natural defense while you hunt for the real problem. Sometimes people add the salt and the koi start to improve, so they consider the problem solved, but as soon as you remove the salt, the
problem returns.
Another use for salt is when you have new koi being held in quarantine, they are often stressed from transport and they have shed
their slime coat. Adding salt to the holding tank can be very helpful.
For all the situations above the suggested dose of salt is between 1 and 2 pounds of salt per 100 gallons of water. I know, it sounds
like a lot of salt, and it is. One pound of salt per 100 gallons will give you .12% salt content. This is a mild tonic to help ease stress
and rebuild slime coat.
Second, Salt as a method for killing parasites...
Salt also has uses in parasite control. However this will require much higher doses of salt. Usually in the neighborhood of .5% to
.6% salt. This is around 5 pounds per 100 gallons of water. Now that's a lot of salt! You may find some literature out there that says
.3% salt will kill parasites, but check the date on that information. 10 years ago .3% salt did kill parasites, however due to its heavy
use by breeders, many strains of parasites have developed a resistance to salt. So now much higher levels of salt must be used. I am
sure 10 years from now salt will be completely useless at killing parasites, but for now .6% for around 2 weeks will kill many types
of parasites. Salt however will not kill flukes, anchor worms or lice. For that other treatments are needed.
A few other things to keep in mind.
1) Salt will kill most plants. You will need to remove any potted or floating plants before adding salt.
2) Salt will never dissipate. If the water level drops from evaporation, the salt will only become more concentrated. The only way to
remove salt is to drain water from the koi pond and replace with new water.
3) You can use water softener salt in 40# bags for around $5. Look for a bag that says 99.5% pure salt (or higher).
4) You can use salt to determine the exact number of gallons in the pond. Test the salt level before you add salt. Add a known
weight of salt. Then measure the salt level after you add the salt.
We know the 1 pound in 100 gallons will give you .12%. The basic formula is Pounds of salt divided by Change is salt concentration (in Parts Per Thousand which is % times 10) times 120. Or V= (P/C) x 120. So if you add 20 pounds of salt and the salinity
went from .05% to .3% the change is salinity is .25% or 2.5 ppt. The formula would be V= (20/2.5) x 120 and V = 960 gallons.
5) I have found the reagent drop salt test kits to be quite inaccurate for most purposes. A digital salinity meter is far superior to reagent tests.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the Month of March
Mary Depew
Dave Renaldo
Mark Palmquist
Margy Simmons
Doug Caho

April
Cheryl Bong

The March 9 meeting of PKPS was held at Luthy Botanical Garden greenhouse. 33 members were present.
Jeanne reminded everyone of the pond tour planned for Saturday, July 13 and encouraged everyone to consider
participating.
Bob Streitmatter was our speaker. He told us the garden is still working toward eliminating the use of pesticides
and encouraging more populations invertebrates and pollinators. Planting more native species of plants, shrubs,
and trees will help with this.
Begonias are good for pot planting around ponds in partial shade.

The park district has many programs coming up including Yoga and Wine; Zoo/Garden adult cocktail night;
PPD 120th anniversary progressive plant sale, May 3 - 4 - 5; and a container class on Mother’s Day.
Further information can be found at PeoriaParks.org.
Lisa, Jared, and Raymond from Kuhlscape talked about new products from Aquascape. The automatic bacteria
dosing system; Maintain for Clean for Ponds; Clear for Ponds; Protect for Ponds; and Pond Detox. All are available
at Kuhlscape.
Finally, EarthDay is April 28 at the Zoo. Jeanne would like volunteers to help her.

Next meeting is April 13 at Rick Kolowski’s in Hanna City.

Margy Simmons
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Jean Clarke’s pond
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PKPS 2019 MEETING SCHEDULES

GENERAL MEETINGS
Date

Location

Speaker

April 13

Rick Kolowski, Hanna City

Rick Kolowski

May 11
July 13

Doug Holmes

August 10

Kull Scape, East Peoria
Pond Tour
Allen Kruger-possibly Todd Bong

September 14

Jim and Margy Simmons , Peoria

TBA

October 12
November 9

ICC

Genny Gibbs

Allen and Todd

Banquet

BOARD MEETINGS
April 27

Jeannie Clarke

May 25

TBA

June 22

Greg and Letriana Cantrell

July 27

Deb Palmquist

Aug 23

Rick Moreland

Sep 28

Lisa Carter

Oct 26

Jeannie Clarke

Nov 23

Rick Moreland
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JEAN CLARKE
President/Editor
6934 N. St. Mary’s Rd.
Peoria, IL 61614
309-370-0460
E-mail: Clarke.jl@comcast.net

Officers

Directors

AKCA

Jean Clarke Pr esident/Editor

Greg Cantrell

Koi Fish Health Advisors

309-370-0460

Product Mgr.of Ways and

Jean Clarke
309-370-0460

Means 309-645-7161
Lisa Carter Vice Pr esident

Rick Moreland

309-694-9801

Food And Beverage

Karen Hofstetter

309-694-5057

309-699-5155

Allen Kruger

Todd Bong

Web Master

309-256-9582

217-737-3646

Jim Simmons

Stacey Schadewalt
217-358-2665

309-678-5363
Letriana Cantrell Tr easur er
309-645-7163

Deb Palmquist

Margy Simmons

309-6967114

Secretary
309-6785363

Chairpersons
Lisa Carter
Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-694-9001
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